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WELCOME TO QUITO
On behalf of the entire AMBA & BGA team, I would like to warmly welcome you to our 16th Latin
America Conference for Deans and Directors, in the beautiful city of Quito.
I first visited Ecuador in 1988 and remember the spectacular sights of Quito Old Town and the unique
fauna and flora of the Galápagos Islands vividly. It is fascinating to see how Ecuador has progressed
since then and I would like to thank each of our AMBA-accredited host Schools in Ecuador, ESPAE
Graduate School of Management, IDE Business School, and USFQ Business School, for their valuable
support in arranging and contributing to our conference programme and networking events.
I’m delighted to announce a record attendance here in Quito for this year’s Latin America Conference.
Thank you for taking the time to present, discuss and network with your fellow Deans and Directors
from Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, and Uruguay.
We are also delighted to welcome a very strong delegation from China – a representation which
showcases the desire among our networks of Business Schools in Latin America and China to build
relationships together.
Since our 2018 conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina, the AMBA & BGA School networks have grown
significantly, and we are proud to have announced earlier this year that we will be limiting the network
of AMBA-accredited Schools to an exclusive number of 300. AMBA currently accredits 268 Business
Schools, with a further seven Schools currently undergoing the accreditation process.
We launched the Business Graduates Association (BGA) in January 2019 and more than 75 Schools
have already joined the BGA network as members. For existing AMBA Schools, AMBA reaccreditation
can now be combined with BGA accreditation during the same visit and, in June, we were delighted to
accredit our first BGA School in this way.
As a sign of our determination to increase our support for Business Schools in Latin America, we have
created an AMBA & BGA Latin America Advisory Council, composed of Deans and Presidents from
several of the region’s leading Business Schools. The inaugural meeting of this Council took place
immediately before the start of the conference.
We want our networks of Business Schools throughout Latin America, China and the rest of the world
to stay abreast of the latest developments in business education and for our supporters to provide the
thought leadership and industry knowledge that is required. With that in mind, I would like to welcome
and express our sincere thanks to our conference sponsors, Canvas by Instructure and D2L and our
refreshment sponsor Universidad Espíritu Santo (UEES).
AMBA & BGA’s corporate supporters enable us to host industry-leading events in fantastic venues
and, as an organisation, we aim to work with the ‘best in class’, so I would encourage you to take the
opportunity to network and engage with them over the course of the next three days.
I very much look forward to spending time with each of you during the conference.

Andrew Main Wilson
CEO, AMBA & BGA
Host Schools

Event Spon
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PROGRAMME SCHEDULE
2 – 4 September | Quito, Ecuador | #AMBA19

SUNDAY 1 SEPTEMBER
14.00 – 18.00

Pre-conference cultural and networking excursion

MONDAY 2 SEPTEMBER
13.00 – 15.00

Networking lunch, sponsored by Canvas by Instructure

15.30 – 16.00

Registration and networking

16.00 – 16.30

Conference overview and welcome

16.30 – 17.30

SESSION 1: Building links with the private and public sectors – experiences from Business
Schools in Ecuador

17.30 – 17.40

Comfort break

17.40 – 18.20

SESSION 2: The future of work – new skill sets for complex, ever-changing
markets and industries

18.30 – 20.30

Cocktail reception in La Biblioteca at the JW Marriott Hotel Quito

TUESDAY 3 SEPTEMBER
09.30 – 10.00

SESSION 3: AMBA & BGA activity update and strategy presentation

10.00 – 10.40

SESSION 4: Preparing for the next generation of students – is your Business School ready?

10.40 – 11.10

Networking and refreshment break, sponsored by UEES

11.10 – 12.10

SESSION 5: The planning, selection, development and motivation of your faculty dream team –
challenges and tools

12.10 – 13.10

SESSION 6: International Business School collaboration and partnerships

13.10 – 14.20

Networking lunch

Please note the programme timings and speakers are subject to change
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PROGRAMME SCHEDULE
14.20 – 14.50

SESSION 7: The digital learning universe

14.50 – 15.30

SESSION 8: Upgrading business education in China

15.30 – 16.00

Networking and refreshment break, sponsored by UEES

16.00 – 17.00

SESSION 9: The Silk Road Entrepreneurial Education Network

19.00 – 23.00

Networking dinner at Casa Gangotena

(including travel time)

WEDNESDAY 4 SEPTEMBER
09.40 – 10.10

SESSION 10: Reconfiguring Business Schools – moving CSR to centre stage

10.10 – 11.10

SESSION 11: The future of the MBA in Latin America

11.10 – 11.40

Networking and refreshment break, sponsored by UEES

11.40 – 12.40

SESSION 12: The role of Business Schools in fostering sustainable development – embracing
the SDGs

12.40 – 14.00

Networking lunch

14.00 – 16.30

Post-conference workshop: Institution-wide accreditation and
the Business Graduates Association

Please note the programme timings and speakers are subject to change
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BGA membership
is free for
AMBA-accredited
institutions
AMBA-accredited Schools can enjoy free BGA membership for their institutions,
with which you can gain access to a range of tools structured and tailored to provide
a competitive advantage and a leading edge.
Services and benefits include a feature on BGA’s exclusive Business School Search,
which provides improved visibility, access to the BGA Research and Insight Centre,
access to desktop reviews, and much more.
Additionally you can unlock BGA student membership; a free service for students of
member Schools. The BGA student and graduate platform is packed with tools and
tangible benefits, dedicated to enhancing the professional and personal growth of
current and aspiring business leaders.
Visit businessgraduatesassociation.com/amba-bga to learn more about this
free offer for AMBA-accredited institutions.
@businessgraduatesassociation
@businessgrads
linkedin.com/company/business-graduates-association

AMBITION | BE IN BRILLIANT COMPANY

AMBITION | BE IN BRILLIANT COMPANY

AMBITION | BE IN BRILLIANT COMPANY

BE IN BRILLIANT COMPANY | OCTOBER 2018

THE MONTHLY MAGAZINE OF THE ASSOCIATION OF MBAS (AMBA) | BE IN BRILLIANT COMPANY | DECEMBER 2018 / JANUARY 2019

THE MONTHLY MAGAZINE OF THE ASSOCIATION OF MBAS (AMBA) | BE IN BRILLIANT COMPANY | APRIL 2019 | £5.99

Addressing modern slavery
Exploring economics to
eradicate slavery

Online MBAs
High-quality education requires
careful implementation

Creating a counterforce
Henley Business School's
South Africa Dean
on post-aparteid
business education

DESIGN
THINKING

TEACHING

Information
SECURITY

Leadership development

The role of the Business School in
building accelerated careers

Beyond business

Reintegrating morality
into capitalism

How a movement, which
originated in the 1950s, is still
making huge waves today

Entrepreneurship

Schools have an opportunity
to create start-up ecosystems

The unseen world wide web

Why MBAs need to understand the
hidden – and darker – web

A learning revolution

Professional development and
its impact on Business Schools

A culture of research

Enhancing a School's image
through investments in research

AMBA’s award-winning magazine AMBITION
brings thought leadership, insight, advice and
analysis of the key trends, tailored
exclusively for Business School leaders.
Find out more at
www.associationofmbas.com/
ambition-for-business-schools
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SESSION CONTENT
SESSION 1
Building links with the private and public sectors – experiences from Business Schools in
Ecuador
The ability of Business Schools to make an impact on society is centres on having strong relationships with other
stakeholders, including leading firms and SMEs, as well as local and national government, among others.
Furthermore, solid links with these stakeholders can increase employment and development opportunities for the Schools’
MBA graduates. In this session, representatives from the three AMBA-accredited Schools in Ecuador will share their
experiences and lessons learned in this respect.

Speakers
José Aulestia, Director of Executive Education Programs, IDE Business School
Diego Grijalva, Associate Professor and Research Director, USFQ Business School
Xavier Ordeñana, Dean, ESPAE Graduate School of Management

SESSION 2
The future of work – new skill sets for complex, ever-changing markets and industries
The accelerated and exponential transformation of markets and industries is redefining what ‘leadership’ means, and the
skills it demands.
In today’s post-digital era, educational institutions and Business Schools have a crucial role to play in shaping leaders that
have a global vision and that are able to collaborate and infuse entrepreneurial spirit, resilience, and social awareness in
their organisations.
With this in mind, this session will focus on the type of skills that are demanded by organisations in their search for talent
that can support growth, innovation and competitiveness, as well as economic and social value.

Speaker
Ignacio de la Vega, Dean, EGADE Business School

SESSION 3
AMBA & BGA activity update and strategy presentation
AMBA & BGA’s CEO will share his views on the most impressive ideas in the management education sector that he has
witnessed during the past 12 months, as well as sharing his own insights into key market trends for the next five years.
He will also update delegates on AMBA & BGA’s current performance and plans for the future, as well as looking at the
positioning of AMBA & BGA within the international and Latin American markets.

Speaker
Andrew Main Wilson, CEO, AMBA & BGA
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SESSION CONTENT
SESSION 4
Preparing for the next generation of students – is your Business School ready?
Millennials are better-educated than past generations. Approximately 40% of millennials have a bachelor’s degree or
higher, compared to about 30% of Generation Xers at the equivalent age – and it follows that they will be more likely to
pursue post-graduate business studies. The millennial generation is often unfairly characterised as narcissistic, technologyobsessed, social media-driven, and student debt-burdened. But are MBA providers equipped to develop this next
generation of leaders? This session will answer questions such as:
•

What is the difference between Generation X and millennials in terms of how they learn?

•

How might learning differ for members of Generation Z?

•

Is the current MBA teaching model suitable for future generations?

Speaker
Peter Yamakawa, Dean, ESAN Graduate School of Business, Universidad ESAN

SESSION 5
The planning, selection, development and motivation of your faculty dream team –
challenges and tools
How can faculty be ‘recycled’ in order to ensure a Business School remains contemporary in a world of rapidly changing
societal values and priorities? This session will explore the following:
•

The importance of diversity and inclusion among faculty.

•

The very latest ideas and approaches for recruiting and retaining the best faculty.

•

How to provide faculty with the most effective incentives.

•

The difficulty in hiring faculty with the requisite international quality of PhD in Latin America.

•

Exploration of creative ways to establish and/or reinforce relationships with high-quality faculty, given the relatively
small critical mass of the region’s Business Schools.

Speakers
Luiz Brito, Dean, FGV EAESP
Sergio Olavarrieta, Former Associate Dean and Director of the PhD in Business Administration, Universidad de Chile
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SESSION CONTENT
SESSION 6
International Business School collaboration and partnerships
Business School curricula, students and faculty are increasingly demanding global perspectives, so how can Business
Schools collaborate with each other to strengthen their brands more effectively? This session will address the following
questions, in particular:
•

How can Business Schools collaborate to share the IT and programme development costs of increasing digitisation
in online and lifelong learning?

•

Will the formation of the Future of Management Education (FOME) Alliance, composed of non-competing Business
Schools around the world, be replicated by other Business Schools, in the same way that airlines created partnerships
such as Oneworld and Star Alliance?

Speakers
Octavio Ibarra, Dean, Escuela de Negocios, Universidad del Norte
Gastón Labadie, Dean, School of Management and Social Sciences, Universidad ORT

SESSION 7
The digital learning universe
The future role of the traditional learning management system (LMS) is an important consideration and deserves
careful discussion.
This session will argue that these discussions should focus on the importance of interoperability – the ability of systems to
work with other products and systems, both now and in the future. Interoperability allows for a diversity of functions and a
consistent user experience, in terms of environment.
Although the LMS will continue to be a centre for most institutional learning environments in the foreseeable future,
demands are changing and the LMS can no longer expect to be the sole element in the ecosystem of technological
solutions for education.

Speaker
Gustavo Mejía, Regional Director for Latin America, Canvas by Instructure

SESSION 8
Upgrading business education in China
During this panel session, Deans and Directors from China will discuss recent efforts for business education upgrading
practice in terms of programme development, industry services and internationalisation. Future trends will be highlighted
with a view to fostering collaboration between AMBA & BGA Schools in China and Latin America.

Chair
Zhongming Wang, International Advisor for China, AMBA & BGA; Professor, School of Management, Zhejiang University

Panellists
Liaogang Hao, Secretary of CPC Committee, School of Economics and Management, Southwest Jiaotong University
Ruihua Wang, Dean, Central University of Finance and Economics
Denghua Yuan, Associate Dean, School of Business, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
Jianliang Yu, Director of International Accreditation, Hunan University Business School
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SESSION CONTENT
SESSION 9
The Silk Road Entrepreneurial Education Network
Since 2015, Silk Road entrepreneurship education has been a major undertaking among Business Schools, as part of China’s
Belt and Road Initiative.
This session will review recent developments of the Silk Road Entrepreneurship Education Network (SREEN), including
its promotion of key courses, programme innovation, and the development of future leadership and responsible
organisations. This session will also explore newly established network platforms among AMBA & BGA Schools in China
and Latin America.

Chairs
Andrew Lock, Chair, International Accreditation Advisory Board and Trustee Director, AMBA & BGA
Zhongming Wang, International Advisor for China, AMBA & BGA; Professor, School of Management, Zhejiang University

Panellists
José Alves, Dean, Faculty of Business, City University of Macau
Baofeng Huo, Dean, College of Management and Economics, Tianjin University
Tian Meng, Managing Director of the MBA Centre, Shanghai University
Yinfeng Xu, Dean, Glorious Sun School of Business and Management, Donghua University
Peter Yamakawa, Dean, ESAN Graduate School of Business, ESAN University

SESSION 10
Reconfiguring Business Schools – moving CSR to centre stage
The business of business was profit maximisation, and it followed that the business of Business Schools was to provide
students with the appropriate tools to achieve this.
Consequently, optimising human, natural and capital resources lay at the centre of teaching, while social and environmental
dimensions were typically modelled as part of the external business environment.
But, fundamental changes to the accepted dogma have now been made, and the social and environmental impact of
business has moved firmly to the centre stage of business strategy. This session outlines why Business Schools need to
move CSR to the centre of their activities, and how they can go about it.

Speaker
Bodo B Schlegelmilch, Chair, AMBA & BGA; Professor of International Management and Marketing, WU Vienna University
of Economics and Business
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SESSION CONTENT
SESSION 11
The future of the MBA in Latin America
In a market that is extremely crowded and, in many regions, static, Business Schools are left to face the conundrum of how
to differentiate themselves and their MBA programmes. In this session our speakers will share advice as to how Business
Schools can rise to the challenge.
They will cover:
•

The question of how Business Schools in the region can improve their relationships with the corporate world.

•

The different kinds of MBA programmes available in the region.

•

The role of specialised MBA and specialised master’s in management programmes.

•

The practical impact of the MBA.

•

The importance of soft skills in MBA curricula and ways to improve delivery

Speakers
José Abel DeFina, Senior Professor, IDE Business School
Caterina Costa Von Buchwald, President, Chamber of Industries of Guayaquil
Ana Dolores Román, Country Manager, Pfizer Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia

SESSION 12
The role of Business Schools in fostering sustainable development – embracing the SDGs
Businesses can – and must – play a central role in addressing the big societal challenges facing the world, and which are
so aptly captured by the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) released by the UN in 2015. The SDGs also impact the
role that Business Schools play in society, as Schools are judged more and more on their societal impact, and on their
contributions to both sustainable development and a more equitable society. This session considers the effects of this
paradigm shift on the curricula, research agenda and outreach of Business Schools.

Chair
Steef van de Velde, Dean, Rotterdam School of Management, Erasmus University

Speaker
Virginia Lasio, Professor, ESPAE Graduate School of Management
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POST-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP
Institution-wide accreditation and the Business Graduates Association
If you are considering an international, institution-wide accreditation, join us for a two-hour workshop detailing the
accreditation process for the Business Graduates Association (BGA), as well as its requirements and expected outcomes.
The session will also highlight the difference between AMBA accreditation and BGA accreditation and how Business
Schools can get started on their BGA accreditation journey.
This session will be relevant for any delegate who wants to learn more about undergoing a joint AMBA-BGA accreditation
as well as delegates who are interested in pursuing BGA accreditation alone.

Speakers
Victor Hedenberg, BGA Services Manager, AMBA & BGA
Carlos Ramos, International Advisor for Latin America, AMBA & BGA

Have your students and graduates joined AMBA’s
community of over 44,000 MBAs?
Invite your students and graduates to join a truly global network of more than 44,000
members, giving them the opportunity to connect with like-minded MBAs from
around the world.
Membership benefits include free access to our Career Development Centre and
newly launched app, AMBITION hub, webinars and attendance at any of our global
networking events. For more information visit associationofmbas.com/membership.
AMBA Connect – Quito

AMBA Connect – Glasgow

AMBA Connect – London

4 September 2019 | Quito, Ecuador

25 September, 2019 | Glasgow, UK

23 October 2019 | London, UK

associationofmbas.com/member-events
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NETWORKING ACTIVITIES
SUNDAY 1 SEPTEMBER

Pre-conference cultural and networking excursion
Get to know and explore the breathtaking city of Quito and a
region brimming with history and culture. During this cultural
and networking excursion, we will visit some of the most
beautiful and important historical sites in the city.
These include:
•

The equator

•

The equator monument (La Mitad del Mundo, or the
Middle of the World)

•

The Intiñan Museum

You’ll have the opportunity to enjoy the famous Middle of
the World monument to the location of the Earth’s equator
and the engaging Intiñan Museum. Don’t forget to bring
your passport if you want to receive the official stamp of the
equator.
This tour takes in all the area’s key sights and is unmissable
for those visiting the Ecuadorian capital. There will be will
plenty of opportunities to take pictures as you view the
attractions and it’s the perfect way to acclimatise to Quito and
its surrounding area.

MONDAY 2 SEPTEMBER

Cocktail reception in La Biblioteca at the JW Marriott
Hotel Quito
Join your fellow delegates for an evening of networking over
handcrafted cocktails and canapés. The contemporary setting
provides the perfect place to unwind, make new contacts and
digest the topics of the day.

TUESDAY 3 SEPTEMBER

Networking dinner at Casa Gangotena
Casa Gangotena is inspired by Ecuador’s stunningly rich
and diverse ingredients, and has developed its own creative
take on Ecuador’s signature cuisine. Its team of chefs aims
to continuously explore and experiment with the flavours,
scents, textures and ancestral cooking techniques that make
up Ecuador’s gastronomy and culture.
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CONFERENCE HOST
ANDREW MAIN WILSON
CEO, AMBA & BGA
Andrew is CEO of the Association of MBAs and the Business Graduates Association (AMBA & BGA).
AMBA accredits 268 Business Schools in 75 countries and also provides membership to 45,000
AMBA Schools’ MBA students and graduates in 150 countries.
BGA, launched in January 2019, is the organisation’s most significant innovation in more than 30
years. BGA champions practical, entrepreneurial and socially responsible management education,
offering membership, validation and accreditation to Business Schools who can demonstrate impact
and commitment to BGA’s charter. As with AMBA, students and graduates of BGA Schools are
eligible for free BGA membership.
Andrew was also Chairman of the United Nations PRME (Principles for Responsible Management
Education) from 2016 to 2018.
Andrew commenced his career with Thomson Holidays (now TUI), then the world’s largest travel
tour operator. He progressed to become Marketing and Commercial Director of Thomas Cook and
then Sales and Marketing Director of Citibank Diners Club. He subsequently joined the Institute of
Directors (IoD) as Chief Operating Officer.
He is an experienced Non-Executive Director (NXD), having served as an NXD on AIM-listed and
entrepreneurial startup boards, in the commercial real estate and luxury sectors.
Andrew has a strong interest in global leadership excellence. He has interviewed more than 100
of the world’s most influential leaders, in the fields of business, politics, sport and entertainment,
including Bill Gates, Baroness Thatcher, HRH The Duke of Edinburgh, Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
Jack Welch, Sir Richard Branson and Sir David Attenborough.
Andrew has visited 176 of the world’s 200 countries on a global journey to become the first person to
visit all 200 countries and tell the story, in images and words, of the most inspiring travel experiences
on Earth.
He was educated at Dulwich College and the University of Birmingham (UK) and Harvard Business
School (US).

CONFERENCE ORGANISER
LEAH CARTER
Head of Events, AMBA & BGA
Leah is Head of Events at AMBA & BGA, where she has been for nine years. As Head of Events, Leah has
been instrumental in developing the organisation’s event strategy, in terms of volume and quality.
Leah is responsible for a substantial portfolio of more than 30 international and regional events including
conferences, gala dinners, awards ceremonies, fairs, networking, press briefings and webinars.
Leah has a strong financial services background having worked for international firms, such as PwC
and JPMorgan Chase, as a Project Manager and a Productions Assistant, respectively. She holds a BSc in
psychology, an MSc in health psychology and is also a Project Management Course Agile and PRINCE2
practitioner.
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SPEAKER PROFILES
JOSÉ ALVES
Dean, Faculty of Business, City University of Macau
José Alves is Dean of the Faculty of Business at the City University of Macau. He specialises in
leadership and strategic management in China, with current research focused on cross-border
entrepreneurship, business ecosystems, and innovation in the Greater Bay Area of China.
José provides executive training in China and consulting for companies entering China as well as
Portuguese-speaking markets. He holds a PhD in business administration from Isenberg School of
Management, University of Massachusetts Amherst.

JOSÉ AULESTIA
Director, Executive Education Programs, IDE Business School
José Aulestia has been Senior Professor, Head of the Marketing Department and Director of Executive
Education Programs at IDE Business School since 2001. He is also Local Partner and CEO of Basica
Latam, a regional marketing and design agency focused on customer centricity and behaviour, as well
as agile and digital marketing.
José has 25 years of professional experience, comprising consultancy in marketing and strategy at large
multinational and local companies in Ecuador and the Andean region (including Kraft Foods, Philip
Morris, Roche, and Banco Pichincha, among others).
He holds degrees in computer science (Escuela Politécnica Nacional, Quito), an MBA (IESE Business
School, Barcelona), and a PhD in management (Universidad Nebrija, Madrid). He has also completed
several further courses from other universities and Business Schools.

LUIZ BRITO
Dean, FGV EAESP
Luiz Brito has been Dean at Escola de Administração de Empresas de São Paulo, Fundação Getúlio
Vargas (FGV EAESP) since 2015 and is a Full Professor in its operations department. His research covers
the intersection between strategic management and operations: value creation and appropriation in
supply chains, and operational capabilities and practices.
Luiz has been an active member of the Strategic Management Society (SMS), the Academy of
Management (AOM) and Associação Nacional de Pós-Graduação e Pesquisa em Administração
(ANPAD). He has also served as the Vice President for Latin America at the Production and Operations
Management Society (POMS) and is a member of the AACSB Board of Directors, AACSB Innovation
Committee, EQUIS Committee, EQUIS Accreditation Board, and the Advisory Board of EFMD GN
Americas.
Prior to his academic career, Luiz held senior management positions in the private sector, with the
Bunge Group (Sanbra, Santista Alimentos) and Bemis Company Inc. (Dixie Toga). Luiz holds a degree
in chemical engineering from the Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul and a PhD in business from
FGV EAESP.
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SPEAKER PROFILES
CATERINA COSTA VON BUCHWALD
President, Chamber of Industries of Guayaquil
Caterina Costa Von Buchwald is President of the Chamber of Industries of Guayaquil. She is also
Executive Vice President of the industrial group, Poligrup, Vice President of the Latin American
Association of Industrialists (AILA), and serves as a member of the board for several NGOs, such as
the Ecuadorian Association of Plastics (ASEPLAS) and the educational non-profit, Fundación Niños
con Futuro.
At IDE Business School, Caterina undertook a programme for women on corporate governance
and senior management with the support of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB). She also
attended the first Program for Technical Training in Plastics at ASEPLAS and Escuela Politécnica del
Litoral (ESPOL). She has also received a financial specialisation diploma from the Institute of Banking
and Financial Practices in Guayaquil.
Caterina graduated as a lawyer from Universidad Católica de Santiago de Guayaquil (UCSG), and
then obtained master’s in comparative jurisprudence (MCJ) from New York University (NYU) and an
MBA from Universidad Técnica Federico Santa María (USM) in Chile.

IGNACIO DE LA VEGA
Dean, EGADE Business School
Ignacio de la Vega serves as Dean of EGADE Business School and the undergraduate Business
School at Tecnológico de Monterrey, Mexico.
Prior to his role at Tecnológico de Monterrey, Ignacio served as Director of the Babson Global
Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership in the Middle East, where he was responsible for expanding
entrepreneurial practice in the region and around the world. He also served as Chief Learning Officer
for the multinational bank, BBVA, before which he worked at Madrid’s IE Business School for more
than 20 years, where he served as Director of Strategic Management, Chair of the Entrepreneurship
Department and Founder of the International Center for Entrepreneurship and Venture Development.
With more than 25 years of teaching experience, Ignacio has taught entrepreneurial management
and business strategy in more than 30 countries.

JOSÉ ABEL DEFINA
Senior Professor, IDE Business School
Since 2009, José Abel DeFina has been Senior Professor, Head of the Finance Department and
Director of Executive Education Programmes at IDE Business School, in Guayaquil, Ecuador. He is
also a local partner of Insight, a finance and marketing agency focused on the transformation of firms
and markets around AI, data analytics and customer equity. His research focuses on the strategic
value that ownership of private equity investors generate in target firms before and after divesture.
José Abel has 20 years of professional experience, comprising law practice, corporate finance and
consultancy in finance, marketing and strategy at multinational and local companies in Ecuador and
México (including EDF, Citibank and KFC, among others). He has also helped in the development of
infrastructure development projects in Ecuador.
José Abel has a professional degree in law from Universidad Católica de Santiago de Guayaquil
(UCSG), an MBA from Harvard Business School and a PhD in management from IESE Business School
in Spain.
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SPEAKER PROFILES
DIEGO GRIJALVA
Associate Professor and Research Director, USFQ Business School
Diego Grijalva is Associate Professor at USFQ Business School and the Department of Economics,
Universidad San Francisco de Quito (USFQ), where he has been a faculty member since 2013.
He is also Research Director at USFQ Business School and Editor-in-Chief of the USFQ
publication, Polémika.
Diego was previously Research Economist at the Central Bank of Ecuador. His research interests
lie in the areas of behavioural and experimental economics, the economics of innovation, and
development economics. His work has appeared in the Industrial and Labor Relations Review, Social
Indicators Research and Management Research, among other journals.
Diego also has extensive experience of consulting with international organisations, such as the InterAmerican Development Bank (IDB), the Development Bank of Latin America (CAF) and the World
Institute for Development Economics Research (UNU-WIDER).Diego holds a PhD in economics from
the University of California, Irvine, an MA from McGill University, and a BA from USFQ.

LIAOGANG HAO
Secretary, CPC Committee, School of Economics and Management,
Southwest Jiaotong University
Liaogang Hao is Secretary of CPC Committee of the School of Economics and Management,
Southwest Jiaotong University. He is a Doctoral Supervisor in different research areas, such as sales
promotion, behavioural decision making, marketing strategy, and city marketing. He serves as Editorial
Board Member for the Chinese Journal of Marketing Science, and the Journal of Southwest Jiaotong
University (Social Sciences). Liaogang has a PhD in management from SWJTU and a PhD in Marketing
from the Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK).

VICTOR HEDENBERG
BGA Services Manager, AMBA & BGA
Victor Hedenberg is the Services Manager for the Business Graduates Association at AMBA & BGA.
Victor joined AMBA & BGA in 2016 and has since supported the growth of the AMBA Development
Network, a platform for institutions requiring AMBA accreditation support. His current role involves
the development of the BGA service and accreditation offering together with the AMBA & BGA
accreditation team.
Victor is a Swedish national. He completed his degree in economics and business administration at
Hillsdale College in the US.

BAOFENG HUO
Dean, College of Management and Economics, Tianjin University
Baofeng Huo is Dean and Professor of Operations Management at the College of Management
and Economics, Tianjin University. He is also a ‘Distinguished Young Scholar’ of the National Natural
Science Foundation of China, a member of the Ministry of Education of China’s Programme for New
Century Excellent Talents, and an Associate Editor of the Journal of Operations Management.
Baofeng holds a PhD in operations management from the Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK),
as well as a master’s in management sciences and engineering and a bachelor’s in management
information systems from Tianjin University.
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SPEAKER PROFILES
OCTAVIO IBARRA
Dean, Escuela de Negocios, Universidad del Norte
Octavio Ibarra is Dean of the Escuela de Negocios at Universidad del Norte, Barranquilla, Colombia,
where he is also a Researcher and Lecturer in marketing, branding and retail management.
Octavio is President of the Latin American Council of Management Schools (CLADEA), a member of
the Colombian Association of Faculties of Administration (ASCOLFA), and a member of the AMBA &
BGA Latin America Advisory Council.
Octavio holds a post-graduate degree in organisational leadership from Saïd Business School,
University of Oxford, a PhD in management and a master’s in philosophy from the University of Hull,
as well as an MBA from Universidad del Norte.

GASTÓN LABADIE
Dean, School of Management and Social Sciences,
Universidad ORT Uruguay
Gastón Labadie has been Dean of the School of Management and Social Sciences at Universidad ORT
Uruguay since 1992.
He is a Full Professor of Organizational Behavior and Human Resources, and Director of GEOPS (Group
of Studies in Economics, Organisation and Social Policy), a private research and consulting firm.
Gastón has published several articles and book chapters in his areas of expertise. He is also a Founder
of the Centre for the Study of Economic and Social Affairs (CERES) and was its Principal Researcher
from 1985 to 1992. In addition, he has consulted for the World Bank, the Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB), the German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ) and Booz Allen Hamilton, among
others, on organisational, HR and change management issues.
Gastón has been an elected member of the Board of the Latin American Council of Management
Schools (CLADEA), is a former President of the Business Association of Latin American Studies (BALAS),
and is a member of the AMBA & BGA Latin America Advisory Council. Gastón holds a PhD in the
sociology of organisations and work from Michigan State University and undertook post-doctoral
studies in political economy and game theory at Stanford University.

VIRGINIA LASIO
Professor, ESPAE Graduate School of Management
Virginia Lasio is Professor of Organizational Behavior at ESPAE Graduate School of Management,
Escuela Superior Politécnica del Litoral (ESPOL) in Guayaquil, Ecuador, and Visiting Professor at
ESAN Graduate School of Business in Lima, Peru. She served as Dean of ESPAE Graduate School of
Management from 2002 until 2008.
From 2003 until 2009, Virginia led the ESPOL–Flemish Cooperation VLIR Entrepreneurs Development
Program, under which the first ESPOL Entrepreneurship Center – now known as I3Lab – was created.
Since 2004, she has led the Global Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM) team in Ecuador.
Virginia was a board member of the first Ecuadorian Global Compact network and the Ecuadorian
Chapter of the World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD). Currently, she is a
member of the AMBA & BGA Latin America Advisory Council, as well as the Advisory Council of
BizED magazine. Virginia holds a PhD from Tulane University, and an MBA and mechanical engineering
degree from ESPOL.
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SPEAKER PROFILES
ANDREW LOCK
Chair, International Accreditation Advisory Board, Trustee Director,
AMBA & BGA
Emeritus Professor Andrew Lock is Chair of the International Accreditation Advisory Board (IAAB) and
a Trustee of the International Management Board at AMBA & BGA.
He has taken part in MBA and Business School reviews for various bodies and governments around
the world. He was Dean of Leeds University Business School until his retirement and is a former
Chairman of the Chartered Association of Business Schools which represents Business Schools in the
UK. He was a member of the Chartered Institute of Marketing (CIM) Senate and was previously ViceChair of the CIM Professional Body Board.
Andrew organised the Public Chairs’ Forum and the Chairmen’s Business Forum in London and is
a Companion of the Chartered Management Institute and the Chartered Association of Business
Schools. He was a member of the Steering Group of the Leeds Financial Services Initiative, which
promotes Leeds as a financial centre. His work has been published in, among others, the Journal of
Marketing Management, the European Journal of Marketing, the Journal of Advertising Research,
and Management Learning.

GUSTAVO MEJÍA
Regional Director for Latin America, Canvas by Instructure
Gustavo Mejía is one of Instructure’s Regional Directors for Latin America at a time of expansion and
growth for the company in the region. As an entrepreneur and someone who is passionate about
technology, education, business development, and innovation, he has travelled successfully between
the world of startups and technology companies such as Microsoft, Salesforce and LinkedIn.
Gustavo is a Co-Founder and Advisor of the Diaspora Colombia Network (DRC) which aims to
transform Colombia into a society based on knowledge and the principles of free collaboration. He
has also founded successful companies, including Six Global Brands, a company based in São Paulo,
Brazil, and at which he managed world-renowned brands within the Brazilian market.

TIAN MENG
Managing Director of the MBA Centre, Shanghai University
Tian Meng (Terry) is the Managing Director of the MBA Centre and Global Education Management
Institute, Shanghai University. He is also a Lecturer at Shanghai Institute of Business and Management,
and the Deputy Director of the Sci-Tech Finance Institute of Shanghai University.
Terry specialises in fintech and internet finance and has conducted research and consulting projects at
both the provincial and ministerial level.
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SPEAKER PROFILES
SANTIAGO MOSQUERA
Director, USFQ Business School
Santiago Mosquera was appointed Director of USFQ Business School, Universidad San Francisco
de Quito (USFQ), in January 2019 and has served as a Full-Time Professor at the School, teaching
finance and economics at both graduate and undergraduate levels, since 2014.
From 2011 to 2014, Santiago was a Director at the Latin America Sovereigns group for Fitch Ratings
based in New York, where he was the lead analyst for a portfolio of credits in Latin America and Asia.
Prior to joining Fitch, he was Senior Economist at IHS Global Insight (now Economics and Country
Risk from IHS Markit) where he provided analysis and economic forecasting, including operating
econometric models and risk-scoring products for a portfolio of countries in Latin America. Santiago
has also worked as a Stock Broker for Produvalores, a brokerage house registered in Ecuador.
Santiago received a bachelor’s degree in economics from the Pontificia Universidad Católica del
Ecuador and earned a PhD in economics from Fordham University in New York, US.

SERGIO OLAVARRIETA
Former Associate Dean and Director of the PhD in Business
Administration, Universidad de Chile
Sergio Olavarrieta is the Director of the PhD in Business Administration at the Universidad de Chile
and President of the Business Association for Latin American Studies (BALAS). He is also the former
Associate Dean of the Faculty of Economics and Business (FEN) at the Universidad de Chile, and the
former Dean of the Faculty of Economics and Business, Universidad Diego Portales, Chile.
Sergio’s research and teaching interests include strategy, branding and higher education
management, and he has published in leading journals such as the Journal of the Academy of
Marketing Science, the Journal of Business Research, International Marketing Review, and Journal of
Strategic Marketing.
He also served for six years as President of the Chilean Association of Business Schools (ASFAEChile) and as Director of the Academic Committee of the Latin American Council of Management
Schools (CLADEA). He holds a PhD in marketing and strategy from the University of Georgia.

XAVIER ORDEÑANA
Dean, ESPAE Graduate School of Management
Xavier Ordeñana is the Dean of ESPAE Graduate School of Management, Escuela Superior
Politécnica del Litoral (ESPOL) in Guayaquil, Ecuador, where he also teaches international business
and the economic environment of business.
He has published in journals such as Academy of Management Learning and Education and
European Journal of International Management and is part of the Global Entrepreneurship Monitor
(GEM) Ecuador team. He has also worked on consulting projects for the Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB) and governmental agencies in Ecuador. Currently, he is part of the Executive Committee
of the Latin American Council of Management Schools (CLADEA). He holds a PhD in economics and
business from Universitat Pompeu Fabra (Barcelona, Spain).
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SPEAKER PROFILES
CARLOS RAMOS
International Advisor for Latin America, AMBA & BGA
Carlos Ramos is an International Advisor for Latin America and a member of the International
Accreditation Advisory Board (IAAB) at AMBA & BGA. Carlos’s main responsibilities relate to
international accreditation and the development of AMBA & BGA’s activities in Latin America and the
Caribbean.
Before joining AMBA & BGA, Carlos held academic and administrative positions at Business Schools
in France, Germany and Belgium and undertook several educational projects in the UK. In addition,
he accomplished assignments related to post-graduate management education in Japan, Morocco
and Argentina. For many years, he also took part in European Union projects for the development of
business education in the Caribbean.
Carlos holds an MBA and a master’s in international business from École Nationale des Ponts et
Chaussées (now École des Ponts ParisTech) in France. He also holds an MSc in management and has
pursued post-graduate studies in education with a specialisation in post-graduate education.

ANA DOLORES ROMÁN
Country Manager, Pfizer Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia
Ana Dolores Román became Pfizer’s first female Country Manager for Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia in
December 2016. She joined Pfizer in 1995 and previously held positions in marketing and commercial
areas at Pfizer Colombia and Pfizer Peru.
She is currently President of the Board of Directors of the Pharmaceutical Research Industry Chamber
in Ecuador (IFI) and Vice President of the Ecuadorian-American Chamber of Commerce. In 2018,
Ana Dolores was named among Ecuador’s 100 most reputable executives (and listed among the top
five female executives) by corporate reputation monitor, Merco. She has been a frequent speaker at
national and international forums on topics that include the impact of women in senior management
and unconscious biases.
Ana Dolores holds an MBA and a degree in administration and marketing from Universidad San
Francisco de Quito (USFQ).
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SPEAKER PROFILES
BODO B SCHLEGELMILCH
Chair, AMBA & BGA; Professor of International Management and
Marketing, WU Vienna University of Economics and Business
Professor Bodo B Schlegelmilch is Chair of AMBA & BGA and heads the Institute for International
Marketing Management at WU Vienna University of Economics and Business. For more than 10 years,
he served as Founding Dean of the WU Executive Academy.
Starting at Deutsche Bank and Procter & Gamble, Bodo continued his career at the University of
Edinburgh and the University of California, Berkeley. Professorships at the University of Wales (UK)
and Thunderbird School of Global Management (US) followed.
Bodo serves on Business School advisory boards in Europe and Asia and has taught in more than 30
countries across six continents. His research interests range from international marketing strategy
to CSR, and his work has been published in leading academic journals, such as the Strategic
Management Journal, Journal of International Business Studies and Journal of the Academy of
Marketing Science. Bodo was Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of International Marketing and has
served on the editorial boards of the Journal of Marketing, the International Journal of Research in
Marketing and many others.
Initially educated in Germany, Bodo obtained two doctorates (in international marketing strategy and
CSR) from the University of Manchester (UK) and an honorary PhD from Thammasat University (Thailand).

STEEF VAN DE VELDE
Dean, Rotterdam School of Management, Erasmus University
Steef van de Velde has been the Dean of Rotterdam School of Management (RSM), Erasmus
University since 2011, and a Professor of Operations Management and Technology since 1999.
Before joining RSM in 1997, he held positions at the University of Twente in the Netherlands, the
University of Toronto’s Rotman School of Management in Canada, and the Center for Mathematics
and Computer Science in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. He is also a Visiting Professor at the
American University in Cairo and the Tanri Abeng University in Jakarta, Indonesia.
Steef is a member of AMBA & BGA’s Board of Trustees, serves on AMBA’s International Accreditation
Advisory Board (IAAB) and is a member of AACSB’s Initial Accreditation Committee (IAC). In
addition, he is on the supervisory board of a number of limited companies and on the advisory
boards of several international Business Schools.
Steef has published in leading operations research and operations management journals and, in
the past, he was on the editorial boards of Operations Research, IIE Transactions, and Operations
Research Letters. He is one of the Founding Editors of the Journal of Scheduling. He has also been
extensively involved in executive education for companies from a range of sectors in a number of
different countries around the world. He holds an MSc in econometrics from Erasmus University and
a PhD in mathematics and computer science from Eindhoven University of Technology.
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SPEAKER PROFILES
RUIHUA WANG
Dean, Central University of Finance and Economics
Ruihua Wang is Dean of the Business School and Director of the MBA Education Center at Central
University of Finance and Economics (CUFE) in Beijing.
Ruihua has published many influential papers in leading journals such as China Accounting Review,
Economic Management and Investment Research. He has received awards for teaching and research
excellence from the University and the Government of Beijing.

ZHONGMING WANG
International Advisor for China, AMBA & BGA; Professor, School of
Management, Zhejiang University
Zhongming Wang has the Senior Professorship of Social Science at Zhejiang University, China.
He is currently Director of Global Entrepreneurship Research Centre (GERC) and Centre for Human
Resources and Strategic Development (HRSD) at Zhejiang University. He is Co-Director of the Miller
Institute of Entrepreneurship and Innovation, President of the Industrial Psychology Division of Chinese
Psychological Society, President of the Association of Professional Managers’ Development (Hangzhou)
and President of Zhejiang Association of Behavioural Sciences.
Zhongming jointly founded the Silk Road Entrepreneurship Education Network (SREEN) and the
International Institute of Family Business Studies. He also won the inaugural Fudan Outstanding
Contribution Award of Management in China, in 2007, and is a member of the International Accreditation
Advisory Board (IAAB) at AMBA. He received his master’s degree in applied psychology at the University of
Gothenburg and a PhD in industrial psychology at Hangzhou University jointly with Gothenburg University.

YINGFENG XU
Dean, Glorious Sun School of Business and Management,
Donghua University
Yinfeng Xu is Dean of the Glorious Sun School of Business and Management, Donghua University
in Shanghai. He has been recognised as a Distinguished Young Scholar by the National Science
Foundation and as a Special Hired Professor in the Chang Jiang Scholars Programme by the Ministry of
Education of China.
Yinfeng’s research interests include emergency management and countermeasures design, scheduling
and combinatorial optimisation. He has published more than 100 academic papers in journals listed by
the Science Citation Index (SCI) and Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI). Yinfeng received his PhD from
the Chinese Academy of Sciences.
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SPEAKER PROFILES
PETER YAMAKAWA
Dean, ESAN Graduate School of Business, ESAN University
Peter Yamakawa is Dean of ESAN Graduate School of Business (ESAN GSB), ESAN University, Peru.
He is a certified project management professional (PMP), programme management professional
(PgMP), and risk management professional (RMP) with the Project Management Institute (PMI) and
has held several managerial positions at multinational telecom operators, based in Peru.
Peter was previously Director of Research, Consultancy Services/Development at ESAN GSB, and
was Vice President for Research at ESAN University. He has also worked as a Programme Director
for AACSB, has served on AMBA accreditation panels and is a member of the AMBA & BGA Latin
America Advisory Council. He has a PhD and a MSc in telecommunication engineering from Osaka
University, Japan, and a MBA from ESAN GSB.

JIANLIANG YU
Director of International Accreditation, Hunan University Business School
Jianliang Yu is Assistant Dean and Director of the International Accreditation Center at Hunan University
Business School.
He is also a Professor of Marketing, specialising in internet marketing, mineral resources value assessment
and project management. Before Hunan University, he worked for Central South University and China
Hunan Provincial Import Corporation. He completed his PhD at Central South University in China.

DENGHUA YUAN
Associate Dean, School of Business,
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
Denghua Yuan is Associate Dean of the School of Business at Guangdong University of Foreign Studies,.
He is also Vice President of the Research Association of Human Resource Management of Guangdong
Province, and is a member of the Professional Committee of Industrial Psychology of the Chinese
Psychological Society.
He specialises in the areas of branding, HR management and management consulting and training for
enterprises and public institutions. He completed his PhD in industrial psychology at Zhejiang University.
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HOST SCHOOLS

ESPAE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT
ESPAE, the Graduate School of Management at ESPOL, was established in 1983.
The School’s activities emphasise leadership, innovation, entrepreneurship, and
sustainability, positioning ESPAE as a pioneer across various fields.
ESPAE offers the following graduate degrees: MBA, Executive MBA (EMBA),
master’s in project management (MPM), master’s in hospital management
(MHM), and master’s in sustainable agribusiness (MSA).
In 2014, ESPAE became the first Business School in Ecuador to obtain initial
accreditation for business programmes from AACSB International. The School’s
MBA programmes are accredited by AMBA, and its MPM was accredited by
the Project Management Institute’s Global Accreditation Center for Project
Management Education Programs (GAC) in 2018.
ESPAE is located at ESPOL’s Las Peñas campus in downtown Guayaquil, Ecuador.
www.espae.espol.edu.ec

IDE BUSINESS SCHOOL
IDE Business School was created in 1993 with the goal of providing a
fresh impetus to business training in Ecuador, based on a humanistic
and ethical approach.
The School is part of the Universidad del Los Hemisferios, and has set out to
offer a benchmark in the management of companies in Ecuador and Latin
America. The School’s strength lies in the academic formation of its faculty, its
research and excellence in teaching.
IDE Business School’s programmes have a long-term impact on the professional
careers of entrepreneurs and managers. They provide a global perspective of
business, strategic vision, and the necessary leadership skills to face current
challenges effectively.
www.ide.edu.ec

USFQ BUSINESS SCHOOL
San Francisco de Quito University (USFQ) was founded in 1988 by Santiago
Gangotena through the University Promotion Corporation, in response to
Ecuador’s need for a private high-quality higher education institution.
USFQ was the first fully self-financed private university in Ecuador and was
named after the capital city of Ecuador: San Francisco de Quito. It was officially
recognised by the Ministry of Education and Culture of Ecuador in October
1995 and accredited by the National Council of Higher education (CONESUP)
in May 2001.
USFQ has played an important role in the development of higher education,
scientific research, artistic creativity and entrepreneurial entrepreneurship in
Ecuador, with its students, professors and, in particular, its graduates being the
architects of these changes.
www.usfq.edu.ec
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EVENT SPONSORS

CANVAS BY INSTRUCTURE
As one of the most usable, customisable, adaptable, and reliable learning
platforms (think 99.9% uptime), Canvas is adopted faster and deeper, or is used in
more ways by more users, than any other learning management system. See how
Canvas makes teaching and learning easier for everyone at:
www.instructure.com/es

D2L
D2L, formerly Desire2Learn, is a software leader that makes learning experiences
better. It currently has operations in the US, Canada, Europe, Australia, Brazil,
and Singapore. The company’s cloud-based platform, Brightspace, is easy to
use, flexible, and smart. With Brightspace, organisations can personalise the
experience for every learner to deliver real results. Brightspace is used by learners
in higher education, secondary schools, and the corporate sector, including
members of the Fortune 1000.
www.d2l.com

REFRESHMENT SPONSOR
UEES
The National Council of Higher Education approved Universidad Espíritu Santo
(UEES) in November 1993. UEES started its operation in October 1994, and
has been offering high-quality education to its students since then. Its service
quality was evaluated by the National Council of Evaluation, Accreditation and
Quality Assurance of Higher Education (Consejo de Evaluación, Acreditación y
Aseguramiento de la Calidad de la Educación Superior – CEAACES).
UEES Graduate School was launched in 1997, offering programmes in areas
such as business, communication, and law, among others. In 2010 UEES
created its Business School as part of the Graduate School. The quality
of the programmes offered by UEES Business School was recognised by
AméricaEconomía’s ranking in 2012, since then the School’s position in the
ranking has improved.
UEES Business School was renamed as ESAI Business School in 2016 and it
currently offers the following graduate degrees: MBA, master’s in marketing
(MM), master’s in human talent management (MHTM), master’s in finance and
accounting (MFA), and master’s of project management (MPM).
www.uees.edu.ec
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Accreditation Forum
30 September, 1 October 2019 – Oslo, Norway

Asia Pacific Conference for Deans and Directors
13 – 15 November 2019 – Chengdu, China

Excellence Awards and Gala Dinner
7 February 2020 – London, UK

Global Conference
11 – 13 May 2020 – Budapest, Hungary

To find out more about these events and many others that we organise, visit:
www.associationofmbas.com/events.
Alternatively, please contact: Leah Carter, Head of Events:
l.carter@associationofmbas.com, +44 (0)20 7246 2694.
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